
THE PIBRRE - FT. PIBRRE GBNEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
Box 925, Pierre, SD 57501-0925 

January 1995 Volume 2 0. Number 1 ISBN 07737-797~ 

Happy Hew Yearl With the new year comes a new membere hlp 
year . We are reminded that our dues are payable and the 
various offices for the Pierre - Ft . Pierre Genealogical 
SOCiety will be seeking candidates . Make it your 
Hew Year's resolution to pay your dues, take an active 
part in the meetings, and hold an office. 

The January meeting will be Tuesday, January 17, at 7 : 30 pm 
at the Church of Jesus Christ of Later Day Saints , 50e N. 
Jefferson. Richard Phillips will be 1n cbarge of the 
program and discuss various genealogy computer programs. 
The Arlene Bkle video will also be available. The executive 
board will meet at 7:00 pm. 

The Fe bruary meeting will be a work and sharing ••• eion and 
c omplete the Arlene Ekle video on Genealogy r esearch . The Board 
will meet at 7: 0 0 pm and the program will begin a t 7 : 3 0 pm. 
The meeting will be at the Rawlins Library. 

Karch meeting will be a work session with the program 
and meeting place to be announced . 

* * * * * * * * * * 
The Annual Meeting at the State Genealogical Society 
will be Kay 12 - 13 at the Ramkota in Pierre . Kore 
information will tollow. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
Look for brochures relating to genealogy in the Iorbeck 
Room of Rawlins Library . Also an easel may be placed 
near the .orbeck room containing announcements, bulletins 
and other items of intereat to Society members. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
An inventory of the Pierre Ft . Pierre Genealogical 
Soc iety holdings will need to be done in the near future. 
Plan to put this time on your calendar. 



Pierr e - Ft . Pi e rra Genealo~ical Society .. . . .. . . . .. . ... , . .. . . . . ,. 
January 1095, Volume 20, .umber I, ~ge 2 

There i . talk of .tarting a Computer intere.t group tor 
Genealogical Re.earch. It i. hoped that an organizational 
Deating can be held in Kay at the tiDe of the annual .. eting. 
It you are intere.ted in belonging to .uch a group, l . t 
Pr •• ident Beverly Huck1n. know. 

The Aberdee n 
Anni veraary . 
and. he ar Dr. 
elaewhere in 

* * * * * * * * * * 
Genealogical Society i. celebrating it. 20th 

Kake plan. to join tbe. in their celebration 
George Schweitzer . Xore information i . give n 
tbi. newaletter . 

* * * * * * * * * * 
Rapid City Public Library has a good collection o~ 
r esource material. relating to .ative American ta.ily 
history. Contact the Rapid City Genealogical Society 
~or .are intor .. tion . 

* * * * * * * * * * 
WHERB WAS THB CBITBR OF POPULATIO. WHB. YOU fOU.O YOUR RBLATIVBB? 

The approxt.Ate location of the cent.r of population of tbe 
UDiud Itat .. of ..... c. ...... fr .. 1790 to 19901 

1790 -- 23 aile •• a.t of laltiMre, Mel. 

1100 -- I' aile ..... t of Ialtt.or., 1Cd. 

1110 - 40 .uaa DOrt ..... t by .... t of VaohiqtOD. D.C. (ill 

Virl1Di&· 
1820 - 16 .u •• aaot of Moor.fi.ld. V. Va. 

1.30 -- 19 ail ...... t-.outbve.t of MOorefi.ld, V.Va. 

1840 - 16 .u •• .-vt .. of Clarkobvrl. V.Va. 
1.50 -- 23 ail •• IOUtbaa.t of 'arker.burl, V. Va. 
1160 - 20 .u ••• .vt .. by out of Chilli.ot .... Ohl.o. 
1170 -- 4' atl ..... t 'b, DOrth of C1nc1lmaU., Ob.1o. 

1880 - 8 all ...... t by • .vt .. of C1IlciDAOti. O"i~ (in ~.ntv.k7). 
1.90 -- 20 ail ••• a.t ot Coluabu.. Iadiana . 
1900 -- 6 ail ••• outh ... t of Colu.bue, Ind1ana. 

1910 -- In th. ctt, of Ilooainaton, Ind1en •• 
1920 -- a ail ••• outh-louth •• lt of SpeDc.r, IadiaDa. 

1930 - 3 all •• Dortb.a.t of LiDtOD. IDdiaaa. 
19.0 -- 2 ail •• louth.a.t 'b, ... t of Carli.l., lad1&na. 

1950 -- 8 ail.1 DOrth-Dortbve.t of Ola." Illtno11. 

1960 - ISl! all. nort_ of c.ntra11a, 111111018 
1970 - 5 ",11. _ eout_ of Hucoutall, 111111018 

1980 - \ all. _ of DeSoto, J.ffer.xt County, Hia-.r1 
1990 - Cl"avtard County, ala-.r1 



USA TODAY 

Monday, July 1. 1991 

VIA.'. POPULUlc. tulU: XISSOUU PdlI 

Saaek dab 1n the .tddl. of Garland Eaton Sr.'a tara, juat up fr~ 

the Crooked Cra.k and by thl old lay.ville Lookout Tovar, i. the nlw 

population cantlr of the OSA. 

Th •• pot, d.e.rained by • USA TODAY co.putar analy.i. of 1990 

Canau. filur •• , 1. whara the country would b. balancad if .ach of thl 

natIon'. 248.7 aillioD r •• ldlnCI velahed thl ..... 

Aa of April 1. 1990. the day the Can.u. v •• takan, tb •• pot v •• 

in Crawford County, MO., bltw •• n X.yavilla, with fevar tban 20 r •• idaatl, 

and Cherryville, a ... 11 tova. where old-ewen IIp coU •• at the lanaral 

leora-polt oftic •• 

Tha •• day., the talk I, tumin, to Eacon and h1. cantrally locat.d 

al8-acra plot. 

"Everybody knowl Carland, and it'. ,oina to ba the talk ot the 

town," •• y. Ch.rryv1ll. POlt .. lt.r Cary Scbv.1cb. 

Th. cantar--80 .1la. louthva.t of St. Loui.--i. farth.r .outh and 

valt than. avar. 

"It' • .avin. louthvalt baeau •• thl population ha. blln loinl to 

Florida and California," .ay. Larry Taylor, a ,ao,raphic .paciali.t vith 

tha Canlu. luraau. "A lot of paopla aova toward tha lun." 

That trend ha. baan loinl on linea tha' firet Canlul in 1790. whan tha 

e.ntar va. 23 ail. I aa.t of laltiaora. 

Tha Canlu, Buraau, vhich u ••• the .... foraula uI.d by USA TODAY to 

ecae up vith the population c.ntar, ha.n't r.l •••• d itl 1990 loc.tion 

b.cau •• it' •• till tryinl to dacida vhathar to adjult , .~ha Canlu,. 

If the C.nlul il adjulted. the center viII .ova a,ain, • little 

farthar louth and velt. 

lay •• 

"I vouldn't think it vould -.ova -.ora than a .ile or tvo," Taylor 

And vhat do •• Eaton think of b.inl at the c.nt.r of it al11 

"I'. not f..aUI," he la,... "I'. ju.t a country boy." 

From " Foot Prints, Past and Present," 
Genealogical Society, Olney, IL., p. 

Vol. 
90 . 

14, lIO. 2 Richland 
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Dr. George Schweitzer, 
nationally known speaker 
and genealogist, will 

present three proe rams at 
the 20th Anniversary 
meeting of the Aberdeen 
Area Genealogical Society 

on June 10, 1995 at the 
Ramkota Inn, 

Aberdeen, SD. 

Program 

The lecture on Civil War GenealOllY will deal with the various records available for tracing 
both Union and Confederate Civil War veterans. Topics to be discussed are a brief history of 
the War, Service records, pension records, military unit records. personnel records. casualty 
records, and burial records. The first half of the lecture will be presented in Confedeme 
uniform and the second halfin Union uniform. 

Thelec:ture on Crossing the Adantic will discuss the need to discover the exact place back 
overseas from which an immignnl anceslor came. Numerous approaches to obtainin8 this in· 
formation here in this country will be treated, and special techniques for England, Scotland, 
Ireland, and Germany will be included. Thelec:ture will be done in costume. 

The lecture on German Research will treat the immigration, migration routes, and settle
ment panems of the German people .. they came to this country. Then, detailed information 
on obtaining and interpreting the senealogical records in Germany will be discussed. This 
lecture will be done in German costume. 

COlI is $20.00 including lunch. An 
even bettor deal i. to register prior 
to lune I, 1995 for only S18.oo 

For more information and registration form, wrile to: 
Aberdoon Area Genealogical Society 
P.O. Box 493 
Aberdoon. SO 5740 1-0493 
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Included in thi. new.l.tt.r i. a map .howing the location 
of the oth.r g.nealogical .ocieti •• and th.ir addr •••••• 
If you need r •• earch done or need inform.tion a. to the 
location of re.ourc •• , contact the local .oci.ty. 

• * • • * * • 

The Pi err. - Ft. Pierre recently received a complim.ntary 
copy ot the HISTORY OF THE FRAIIK SCHAUB FAMILY. 
Alao added to the collection vere the indexes for the 
Civil War record •. This vill make the .et aore u.able. 

TIle Tift Oilllber 

Book Review, 
hadea 10. Colleclio •• (Obi'u.ria (row (· .... pHU Cou •• y, SO ...... 19" 

Viv Vordabrulllleft. 1994. 
Reviewed by Florence Krucyer 

This eightyalhree pal'e booklel cln be obllined from Nonh Ccntrll Soulh Dlkoll 
Gen •• loKicll Socie.y. R.R. 2. Box 80. Mina. SO 57462 . It is an .. cellen. index '0 a book 
compiled by Bob Dale of Pollock. Sou.h Dako.. He published a collec.ion of over 4.000 
obiluaries splnniny I hundred yClr period from 188810 1988. Most of these obituaries appeared 
in .he local newspapers. This collec.ion has Ilways been useful. bu. since all of .he obi,uaries 
were listed chronoloyically, it was extrcmely diflicult to locale specific individuals. The index. 
prepared by Viv Vorderbruggen. a member of lhe Nonh Central Genealogical Sociely, now 
makes ,he book much more wdill. Viv di<l an .. celleOl job 

This book. alonK wi,h ,he oriyinal obi,uary book. would make a good addi,ion '0 a 
l'enealo~y collection of any individuals inlercsled in nonh central Soulh DUOIa, an area settled 
by many German-Russians in ,he ,ime period covered by 'hi, book. 

eOlllo'ories of 'bo U.S. 
Deborah M. Burek, ed., Dclroil. GoIIl.: Re~rch. 1994. 

Roviewc.'tI b)' Oilvid RilvIS 
This book lists geographically 22,000 currently operating and inaclive cemeteries 

covering all SO siales, major mililary cemeteries in Ihe Uniltd Stales territories and II forci¥JI 
countril!s. The book is organized by state, then county, then alphabelically by cemelcry. Each 
entry contains the followiny inJormalion' physicallocllion andlor mailin¥ address, phone and fax 
numbers, conlaCt information for cemetery recordkeepers, years of operation, rclijiouland other 
allilia.ions. and hiSloric informa,ion. 

Informal ion for lhe: directory was gathered by phOne! or queSiionnaire. u well &$ compiled 
Ihrough local and stall! yovemment listings and reSt:lrchers wilh aeeesli 10 local ¥enealo¥ical 
records and archives. II also provides conllCI information for over 2,500 addilional 
organi:LItionl. y,overnmenl ay,e:ncicllancJ publications which can provide Ji..II'lher 1",,11 to the UIICf 
in their search for cemetery record information. 

This firsl edition makes a good Ittcmpt to gath!!r 10lCether cemelety information in one 
comprehensive volume, but il is very incompll:lc fur some geugraphical areas. An example: of Ihi, 
is Brown CounlY, South Dakota which lists only three cl!metcries: frederick lutheran Parish 
('..:ml.llery. SI. John ', LUlhcran ('cl1ll:ll.lr), in ('uJulIIlliOl , and SunKt M..:murial Gardens in 
Aberdeen. Hopefully tUlure edhions will be more compll!le and perhaps will become I muhia 
volume set . II is available in the reference section of the Alexander Mitchell Library. 

volumo 20, N •• J 61 Oc'ober 1994 
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flame 

Address 

City 

State 

PIERRE - FT. PIERRE GEtlEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
1995 MEMBERSHIP 

Zip ______ _ 

Telephone 

Please fill in your Surnames of Interest: 

Please share a brief statement about the current status 
or focus of your family history research. 

Dues ________ Individual 

________ ,Fa .. 11 Y 

$10.00 

12.00 

Hake check payable to Pierre - Ft . Pierre Genealogical 
Society. 

Bring or mail to: Pierre - Ft. Pierre Genealogical Society 
P. O. Box 925 
Pierre, SD 57501 
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------------------------------------------------------------------May 1995 Volume 20 Number 2 ISBN 0737-7975 
-----------------------------------------------------------------NEXT KEETING: May 16, 7 pam., Hofmeister Funeral Home 

SNOWI RAINI AND MORE SNOwt The storms of the past two 
months seemed to hit on our meeting day 80 in each case, the 
wiseat action vas to cancel the March and April meetinga. 
Because of that, ve are planning a meeting for May 16 even though 
this i8 right after the state meeting ve all plan to 
attend. There are things to be discussed before the summer montha 
are on U8 -c •• etarr records, inventory of it ••• in our corner of 
the ba •• ment of Rawlins library, workahops for the fall 
meetings. So put this on your calendar - 7 p.m. May 16, 
Hofmeister Funeral Chapel at 438 S. Pierre St. Larry Hofmeister 
will present the elides on Abraham Lincoln'e funeral and ve'll 
talk about death records kept by undertakers. The meeting vill 
begin at 7 p ••• and Larry vill give the program about 7:30 • 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
The Joint Annual meeting of the State Historical Society 

vill be on May 12-13 at the Ramkota Inn Convention Center vith 
the State Genealogical Society meeting on May 13. It you 
are interested, remeaber to attend the Genealogical Computer 
Inereet Organizational aeeting at 2:30 p ••• on Friday. 

The Saturday program will feature Jim and Paula Karren presenting 
four one-hour programs on 1) Newspaper Research for the 
Genealogists Beyong the Usual at 9 a . m.; 2) Still Unpublished 
After All These Years: Writing Your Family History in Small 
Manageable Pieces at 10:30 a.m.; 3) A New Spot on your Ancestral 
Map: Strategies for Researching an Unfamiliar Locality at 2:00 
p . m. ; and 4) The Mid-Life Crisis of the Family Historian, How Did 
I Get Into This and Where dO I go From Here? at 3:00 p.m. The 
Awards Banquet will be at noon with the State Geneaological 
Meeting at 1:30 p.m. The cost is reasonable. If you don't have 
an application form check at the Cultural Heritage Center • 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Officers elected at the February meeting are President-Bev 

Huckins; Vice President-Tina Manning; Secretary-Virginia Hanson; 
Treasurer-Chris Dierks; Board member -Rich Phillips. Laura GlUm 
is the other board member. Meetings are held the third Tuesday 
of the month. 

We welcome Bertha Cook, Route 20 , Box 236, Springfield, Mo 
65803 as a new out-of-state member . She is researching the 
MIDDLETON family in this are • . 

We have a bulletin board in the Rawlins Library for 
meeting information or things of general interest. 
Ha rk Hanning for building the easel. 

posting of 
Thanks to 
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Queries in recent months have included the following: 
Eunice B. Larsen, 57 Aalapapa Place, Kailua HI 96734-3118 is 

asking for information on REKOW/REKO or STEINHAUR families. 

Does anyone know anything about "FALLHAN PARLOR PHOTO CAR"? 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Those of us more recent to the ranks of genealogical 

research don't know some of the places we might look for help. 
The March/April 1995 edition of ANCESTRY magazine has a helpful 
article in the "Research Cornerstone" section on the Special 
Census Schedules: Slave schedules, Native Americana; two 
Veterans Census; Agriculture Schedules; Manufacturing Schedules; 
Social Statistics; Mortality Schedules; and mid-decade state 
census. These special schedules may give some information you 
won't find anywhere else. 

* ••••••••••••••• * •••••• * •••• * •••••• 

The Soundex system can help you look up a family name more 
quickly if you know how to use it. The 1920 census is the moat 
recent available indexed census. The Coding Guide was published 
in the Jan/Feb 1994 issue of ANCESTRY with an article explaining 
the system. The guide is reproduced for your information. 

l=B, P, F, V 
2=C . S.K.G.J.Q,X,Z 
3=D,T 
4=L 
5=M , N 
6=R 

STEP I 

STEP 2 
and 3 

STEP 4 

Write 
to be 
Write 

the surname 
coded. 
the first letter 

slash of the surname ; 
through letters A,E,I, 
O,U,W, y ,H. 
Write the numbers 
found on the Coding 
gu ide for the first 3 
r e maini ng uns1ashed 
l etters. Add zeros s o 
you ha ve a le t ter & 3 
number s • 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

DON 'T YOU TH INK WE NEED A NAM E }O~Ok OUR NEI\£Lr1'l' J::H'? 
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••••••••••••••• * •••••••••••••••• 

Looking through som~ of the books in ~ur library has proved 
interesting. The WPA special works projects are a wealth of 
information. The book, ·South Dakota Place Names" printed in 
1941 provides a great deal of information about the names of 
towns, creeks, islands, rivers, mines, parks, historic places, 
forests, travel routes, topographic high places and low places. 
It is interesting reading just from the historical point of view, 
but does give information about the persons some of these were 
named after. Here is what is recorded in the section on "Ghost 
Towns· for the town of ·Fairbank (Sully County): founded as 
Little Bend in 1883 by a company of capitalists, was renamed 
in honor of N. X. Fairbank, a prominent Chicago businessman. 
During the first few years of its existence Fairbank developed 
into the largest town in Sully County and the boisterous center 
of a newly-opened territory. A half-section of land was laid out 
in toyn lots; a newspaper, the Fairbank Neys, yas established; 
and the town was connected with Pierre by a line of four-horse 
coaches. Everybody believed that the Chicago & Northwestern 
railroad would shortly extend its Winona , St. Peter branch from 
Redfield to Fairbank, making the town of one of the most 
important points along the Missouri River. But, as so often 
happened during the period of early settlement, the railroad 
chose another route and Fairbank began to decline almost as fast 
as it had boomed. Today the only building still standing is the 
old hotel, used as a ranchhouse by the lone resident, 
W. H. Spencer. --South Dakota Place Names, University of South 
Dakota, 1941, page 135. 

** ••••• * ••••••• * •••••• * ••••••••• 

Bev Huckins attended a National music clubs meeting in 
Wichita XS recently. Her sister & mother, Barbara Stradinger and 
Amida Lawrence of Spearfish, went along and ve did some family 
reseach in Topeka, and Coffy County, XS - New Strawn and 
Burlington. Topeka of course has the extensive library, but we 
also found some histories of Cotfy County, tax microfilms and 
cemetary records in a small library in New Strawn and a beautiful 
larger one in Burlington, the county seat. These are part of the 
state system at libraries and each had genealogical materials, 
and were pleasant to work in. We were searching for the Lawrence 
and Claiborne families in the 1860's. Land records are held in 
the county courthouses, so we are planning another trip soon! 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Remember to look on our Bulletin Board for information on the 
20th Anniversary Meeting of the Aberdeen Geneaological Society. 
They are bringing Dr. George Schweitzer to Aberdeen June 10 to 
present programs on The Civil War, German Geneaology, andCrossing 
the Atlantic. Cost for the foll day seminar is $20.00. 
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PIERRE - FT. PIERRE GEIIEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
1995 MEMBERSHIP 

lIame _____________________ _ 

Address 

City 

State Zip ______ _ 

Telephone 

Please fill in your Surnames of Interest: 

Please share a brief statement about the current status 
or focus of your family history research. 

Dues ____ Individual 

____ FamUy 

$10 . 00 

12.00 

Hake check payable to Pierre - Ft. Pierre Genealogical 
Society. 

Bring or mail to: Pierre - Ft. Pierre Genealogical Society 
P. O. Box 925 
Pierre, SD 57501 



THE PI ER RE-FT PI ERRE GENEALOG ICAL SOCI ETY 

------------------------------------------------------------------September 1995 Volume 20, Number 3 ISBN 07737-7975 

------------------------------------------------------------------SEPTEMBER MEETING--
The Pierre-Ft. Pierre Genealogical Society will hold its regular 
meeting Tuesday, September 19, at the Microfix Offices, 329 
S. Coteau (across from the World of Donuts), 7-9 p.m. Local 
persons who have used the programs will present an overview of 
several of the computer programs available to genealogists. 
Several of the programs will be put on the computers eo those 
attending will be able to have a -hands-on" experience. There 
is a cost of $5 to cover the expense of the room use. Everyone 
is invited to attend and to join the Genealogical Society. 
Contact Bev Huckins at 224-7062 for more information . 

AUGUST MEETING--We met at Rawlins Library with two guests 
present, Del Paulsen and Ruth Jassmann. We watched the tapes 
frOm Video Knowledge on the Basics of Genealogy Research. At 
this meeting, we listened to a presentation on Record keeping and 
what to look for in land records, newspaper ads of homesteads, 
etc. We plan to present a program open to the public on computer 
programs available to the aspiring genealogist. Several local 
people have used different programs to record their research. We 
are going to ta ke advantage of this at the next meeting and use 
the training room at MicroFix so we can put some of these on 
computers. It was decided to charge $5.00 per person to cover 
the cost of renting the room for that evening. 

JULY MEETING--We met at the National Guard Museum in downtown 
Pierre. Steve Gomez presented a program on his research to 
obtain addressess for a reunion of his miliary outfit and what he 
had to go through to get help from the state and national 
archives. We also looked around at the library at the Museum 
where there are many books on the military history of South 
Dakotans in all of the campaigns undertaken. 

JUNE MEETING--We met at the Rawlins Library with only a few 
present. We began looking at the first tape of the three from 
Video Knowledge on the Basics of Genealogy Research. This first 
tape vas a good presentation of how to get started on your family 
research. 

-------- W 0 R K S HOP S ---------
See the attached pages for information on workshops at Sioux 
Falls and Bismark - both on October 7, 1996. 

The South Dakota Genealogical Society and Rapid City Society for 
Genalogical Research are presenting SEMINAR '95 in Rapid City on 
September 15-16, 1995. See the attached information. Rich 
Phillips will be attending and will have copies of the Cedar Hill 
and Scotty Phillips Cemetery lists for sale. 
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---------------------------------------------------------------
MIS eEL LAN E 0 U 5 

See the copy of the Product Alert! sent out by the National 
Genealogical Ethics Committee concening the aale of coats of arms 
and booka supposedly detailing the history of your surname . This 
type of thing is rarely as good as they seeml 

Included in this issue is a copy of an information leaflet from 
the New York State Archives and a copy of their form for a search 
request. 

This item comes from "The Weekly Signal" published in Fort 
Pierre, Dakota Territory, from June 30, 1880 until December 8, 
1880 when it was moved to Pierre and became Pierrets first 
newspaper. This tidbit was found in the Local & Miscellaneous 
Column ot the Wednesday, June 30, 1880 issue: 

"Mr . and Mrs . R. H. Herbert were the recipients of a 
bouncing young blacksmith who came unto them on Saturday 
nite." 

In 1837, Fayette County, Wisconsin Territory, included all of the 
Dakotas east of the Missouri, all of Minnesota west of the 
Mi~sissippi, and the northern half of Iowa. 

Meet the "Tate" Family-- You may have heard of the Tates. They 
are in every organization . There is Dic Tate who wants to run 
everything . Ro Tate who wants to change things; Agi Tate, who 
stirs up trouble wherever possible with ahelping hand from Irri 
Tate. Devas Tate loves to interrupt, and Poten Tate wants to be 
the big shot. Every time new ideas are suggested, Hesi Tate and 
Vegi Tate are there to say they cannot possibly work . Imi Tate 
would rather copy other organizations than try something new. 
Thank goodness for Facili Tate, Cogi Tate and Med! Tatel They 
help everyone work together . Which Tate are you? 

The Jul-Aug 1995 issue of the Genealogy Bulletin includes the 
complete BOOK NOOK of the American Genealogical Lending Library 
(AGLL) . Also has examples of different forms that you might find 
will be better for your family research. Look for this bulletin 
in the Reading Basket in the Norbeck Room at RaYlins Library . 

This Bulletin also has some interesting articles on "Roads to the 
Old Southwest " , and "Cemetaries and Gravestones". 



Vital Records 
New York State Arcblves _ Information Leaftet #Z 

Introdnctlon 

New York began statewide registration of 
births, marriages, and deaths in 1880-81, 
under supervision of the State and local 
boards of health. Compliance with the law 
was incomplete until 1900 or even later. 
Several of the State's larger cities recorded 
vital events for varying periods of time prior 
to 1880; see reverse for more information. 
An 1847 law required the school districts in 
each town to collect vital statistics. They 
ceased doing so after a few years. (1be State 
Archives and State Department of Health 
hold no records created under the 1847 law.) 

Vital Records Indexes 

The New York State Department of Health 
has transferred to the State Archives for 
public use microfiche copies of selected 
indexes to birth, marriage, and death 
certificates filed with the department. The 
indexes cover the entire state outside of New 
York City and start in 1880 (deaths) or 1881 
(marriages and births). The birth indexes are 
transferred to the Archives after 75 years, 
marriage and death indexes after 50 years. 
An index entry states only the name of the 
person, date and place of event, and State 
certificate number. Indexes for certain years 
are arranged by SOUNDEX codes. 

Scope of 1DdaeI: The DOH indexes do _ 
include vital events in New York City and in 
the former city of Brooklyn. The indexes do 
include vital events in the former towns of 
Kings County prior to their annexation by the 
City of Brooklyn in the 1880s and '9Os; in 
portions of Westchester County prior to their 
annexation by New York City in 1895; and in 
Richmond County (Staten Island) and the 

western portion of Queens County prior to 
their incorporation into the City of New York, 
January I, 1898. The indexes do Dot include 
births and deaths in Albany, Buffalo, and 
Yonkers prior to 1914, or marriages in those 
cities prior to 1908. The birth indexes do not 
include original data for adopted infants. 

Conditions or Use: The indexes may be used 
at the State Archives, Cultural Education 
Center (11th floor), Empire State Plaza, 
Albany, Monday through Friday, 9:00-4:45, 
except State holidays. No appointment is 
needed to use the indexes. Micr'lfiche 
readers are available on a first-comc, ' first· 
served basis. Index users must produce 
identification, sign a registration form, and 
comply with the rules of the research room. 
Researchers are limited to one hour's use of 
a microfiche reader, if other persons are 
waiting. Transcription, reproduction, loan, or 
sale of the indexes is not permitted. 

Search Service: Researchers may request the 
State Archives to search one vital records 
index (birth, marriage, or death) for one name 
for up to three specific years. The request 
must be made on a Vital Records Index 
Search Request form, available from the 
Archives. The cost of each search is $5.00 
(US. funds). Applicants requesting a search 
of the birth or marriage index must sign a 
statement that the individual named in the 
request is deceased. The Archives will search 
the index, and indicate multiple events for the 
same name, or findings of no events. . 

For further information contact: 

NEW YORK STATE ARCHIVES .. 
Cultural Education Center 11040 

Albany, NY 12230 
(518) 474-8955 



Sources or Blrtb, Marriage, 
and Death Cert\(icates 

The New York State Archives does DOt hold 
birth, marriage, "and death certificates, only 
index .. to them. lbe State Department of 
Health and local regiltran of vital statistics 
arc authorized to furnish uncertified copic.s of 
vital records for genealoglcaI purposes. Data 
on living persona is restricted. Contact DOH" 
or a local registrar for'application forms, fee 
schedules, and general information. 

Statewide (Cltcept dll .. DOted below): Birth, 
marriage, and death certificates for New York 
State (exccpt New York City) arc held by: 

New York State Department of Health 
Vital Records Section 
Coming Tower BuiJdinglESP 
Albany, NY 12237-0023 (SIS) 474-3077 

LocaJ registrars of vital statistics (usually the 
town, village, or city clerk's office) hold 
registers of births, marriagc.s, and deaths. 

New YO<k City: The New York City 
Municipal Archives holds older vibil records 
for the five boroughs as follows: 

Maa.battaa
Births: 
Deaths: 
Marriage&: 

1847-<48, 1853-1909 
1195, Ilm-04, 1808, 1812·1948 
1847-<48, 1853-1937 

·IDdudcs records for western Bronx. 1874-97, &ad 
CIStern Bronx, 1895-97. 

........,.... 
Births: 
Deaths: 
Marrlop: 

1898-1909 
1847·S3, 1857·1948 
1866-1937 

·Pre-l898 recnrds are for Brooklyn dry only. Records 
for fonner towns in Kia" CoUDty usually commence 
1880-81; • few towns baYC records for the later 1840s. 

JIronJr, Queea .. SU .... blond· 
Births: 1898-1909 
Deaths: 1898-1948 
Marriaaes: 1898-1937 

-Scattered. earlier records for towns and villages prior 
to their incorpotation into New York Oty in 1898. 
l..oa& IIW>d Oty recorda stan In 1871. 

For further information contact: 

New York City Municipal Archives 
31 Cluunbers Street (Rodm 103) 
New York, NY 10007 

More recent New York City birth and death 
records arc held by: 

New York City Department of Health 
Division of Vital Records 
PO Box 3776 Church Street Station 
New York, NY 10007 

Post-I937 marriage records are held by the 
borough offices of the New York City Clerk. 

Upstate Citie. and Countie.: The cities of 
Albany, Buffalo, and Yonkers maintained 
their own vital records prior to 1914 
(marriages prior to 1908) and did not submit 
this data to the State Department of Health. 
Several cilic.s began recording births, 
marriages, and deaths some years prior to 
1880: Albany, Buffalo, Elmira, Newburgh, 
Rochester, Syracuse, Utica, and Yonkers. For 
furlber information contact the local registrar 
of vital statistics. Some county clerks hold 
marriagc.s records for the period ca. 1908-3S. 

Blbllograpby 

Gt.IIM 10 Public JIiIoi Slarisrics R«onb in N~ York 
St4I< (11ICludint New y",* City), 3w1s. (Albany: 1942) . 

GtJd< 10 VIUII SlIIIIstics in 1M City 01 New York ••. 
CIuII<ha, 5 voIs. (New York: 1942). 

GulM to VIIQ/ SlIwtiis Records of CJrureha in New 
y",* St4I< (Exdw/vt of New Y"'* City), 2 ..,Is. 
(AIbony: 1942). 

Esldle M. Guzik, cd., G<n<ilk>ficd /WQuraS in 1M 
New Y",* M<l1OpO/iUJn Ano (New York: 1989)., 
(Coataios ~ information OD available New Yor~ 
Oty vila! rooords.] 

]LEAF2 I(993) 



NEW YORK STATE ARCHIVES 
Research Services 

Vital Records Index 
Search Request & Reply 

ImportMt Note: Before roo fil/ out this (ann. please read "Cenerallnfotmation" on reverse side/ 

1J't'I.1CANT: Please print. 

I . lYPE OF SEARCH REQUESTED (Check one): o Binh O ... " i.ge 0 0 .. 111 

2. NAME TO BE SEARCHED: 
I~NmWI __________________________________________________ __ 

lfi ......... l __________________ __ _ 
ftnitial. if known) --

(for mani .... bride's full maa.. namelL _ _ _ _ ________________ __ 

l . YEARS TO BE SEARCHED (pl.,.., '"'1_ th,..l: 

4. PLACE OF EVENT (dry, town, or vill'ge, if known/: 

; . EXACT YEAR AND DATE OF EVENT (if known): 

If requesting search of birth or marriage index, please read and sign 1I1e following statement 
To the best of my koow\edse, the penon named in this ......, for a search of the vital 
record. index i. deceased. 

Applicant signature __ _ 

Applicant name and address: (pleu .. pritVJ 

0'1e __ . 

Rdum this fonn or. photocopy.nth • chedt 
0' money order for SS.OO (poyable to 'NYS 
Archives·) to: 

New Yoric State Archives 
Cultural Education Coni .. Room 11 ()40 

Albany, NY 12230 

................................................. , .. .............. .. .............................. , .... , ... , .. ........ ... " .... .. ....... .. .. .. ... . 
lEPt. Y IV NEW VOlK STATE AICHIVES IlfIPIicant Iea ......... ~ 

VH' 

Comment: 

o Index contains no entries for thiS name in the years for which search was requested . 

.. .. ... ...... .. ... .. ........... .. ....... .................... .... ..... ... ....... .... .... ... ... ..... .............. .. .... ....... .... ...... .... .. .... 



GENERAL INfORMATION 

Vital ReconIs I ..... at Now YorI< State ArdIIves: The NYS Dopanment of Health has ItOnsferred 10 the State 
Archives for public use miaofiche copies of seleaed indexes to birth, marriage, and death certificates. Each index 
entry states name 01 the person, date and place of ...,nt, and State cettifiate number. The indexes begin in 1880 lot 
deaths and 1881 for binl>s and marriages and aNef the entire state e.cept New YorI< City. Indexes are available at the 
ArdIlves for binl>s a~er 7S yea", and for marriages and deaths a~ SO yea". The i ..... may be used In the 
Archives research room, Cultural Edualion Center (11th fl"",), Albany, NY 12230, Monday through Friday, 
9:()()'S:00, e.cept State holidays. lodle. use" muSI produce identification, ~gn a registration form, and oomply with 
the rules of the Archives research room. 

lndt. Selrchc$: The New YOo~ State Archives will seard1 an index and supply 3n uncertified a~raa of data in the 
iodle .. Upon payment of a S5.OO fee, the Archi_ will search one iodle. (bini>, marriage, '" death) for three (3) yea" 
(consecutive or non-consecutive) lot .ach name (one spelling only) requesIed (binh, marria~. A separate 
form and payment for each name are reqUired. Search requem should be made on this form ' .. of the form 
are accepced). A 5eilrch for a birth or marriage will be made only if the applicant signs a statement that: the search is 
for a person now deceased. 

Index Search RelUits: The Archives will supply the follOWing information for each successful search: name, l1ate, 
place, and State certificate number. Multiple results for the Sime name will be reported. No information will be 
reJeased for a birth or a marriage unless the individual(s) involved aM known to the applicant to be deceased. 
SeMChes that result in no information found will be reported as unsuccessful; no refund of the SS.OO fee will be made. 
Requestors should be aware tNt as late as the 1920's some local registrars submitted incomplete data to the NYS 
Department of Health. The Archives is not responsible for errors or omissions in the vital records indexes. 

New York City Vital Records: The indexes at the Archives do not include vital events in New yQri( City and in the 
fanner city of Brooklyn. The indexes do include vital events in the former towns in the munty of Kings, and in 
Richmond County (Staten tsland) and the western ponton of Queens County prior to their inmrporation into the City 
of New York, January 1, 1898. For information on older New York City vital records, contatt New YCHk CIty 
Department of Records & Infonnatlon 5erYicet. Municipal Atd!Ives. 31 Chambers 51_ (_ t03), Now Yon., 
NY100tl. 

Albany, 8uffa&o, and Yonkers Prt-1914 Vital Records: The vital records indexes at the State Archives do not include 
any bini> and death data for the dties 01 Albany, Buffalo, and YonkeB prior to 1914 (marriages prior 10 1908). Those 
dties fNintained their own vital f'eCOfds and did not submit this information 10 the NYS Department of Health until 
those years. For funher intormation, comaa the 001 registrar of vital statistics. 

_ .. for Copleo of Birth, Mama .. , and Death CertifICates: The New YorI< State Archilift does not hold 
binh,marriage. and death cenificates. Certifted copies or abstraas c.' certificates for New York State outside of New 
YorI< City are available from: New YorI< State Dopa_ of Health, Vital Reconis section, Comins T_ 
lullclinl/ESP, .u,.y, NY 12237.0021 Or comaa the local registrar of vital mliltics (usually the dry. town, or village 
deric). Requests for birth and death c:ettificates filed in New York City and not yet transferred to the Municipal Archives 
(see above) should be direaed 10: New YorI< City Department of Heahh, DI.iIIon of VItal _. PO .... 3776, 
0March Street StItion, New Yori(, NY 10007. Requests for marriage certificates not yet transferred to the Municipal 
ArdIillft should be sent to the borough offOCJe 01 th<: New YorI< Oty Cleric. . 

• , 
Uncertified COpIes 0< Abltracts of VItal ReconIs to. GenolocicalReseardl: The NYS Depanment 01 Health and local 
registration distrias are authorized to furnish uncertifted copies or abstraas of vital recotds for purposes of genealogical 
research. Contaa the appropriate office for application forms and fee schedules. 

Pre-1880 Vital Records: There was no continuous, Stitewtde registration of births. marriages. and deaths prior to 
·'810-81. New York City and a vey few CKher jurisdiaions hive some vital records dating before 1880. Contaa the 
appropriate local ;urisdiaion for further information. 



January/February 1995 

Pssst! Wanna Buy Your 
Name?? 

A Product Alert! 

T he National Genealogical Society, in cooperation with the Federation of Genealogical Societies, 
advises you to be on the alert when considering the purchase of products based solely on surnames. 

• Coats of Arms 

Several companies sell coats of arms or "ancestral annJ- for thoWlancis of surnames. Some employ artists to design 
original coats of arms; others adapt coats of arms found in books. Coats of arms purchased in shopping malls or by 
mail order are most likely not related. in any way to the purchaser's ancestry. Rules on the use of authentic coats of 
arms differ . You may rightfully use British coats of arms only if you can trace your ancestry though the male line 
directly to the man who was first granted that coat of arms. To ensure authenticity, you should register your arms 
with the English College of Heralds or the Scottish Lord Lyon, King of Arms . 

• History of Your Surname 

A number of companies sell certificates or books that suppoaedly detail the history of your surname. Some also sell 
lists of addreaaes for people with the same last name. 'nlese companies mua-produce their products, changing only 
a few details to make them appear different. A book of information about various individuals with the same last 
name is not a family history. A list of names and addresses for individuals who simply share a surname is neither a 
family history nor 8 form ofgeneaiogy. Unless your surname is unique, you should not BS8ume that people with the 
same last name are your relatives. 

-Natiorutl Genealogical Society Ethics Committee 

Coatact the National OeoukJckal Society for NrvX. to incfrridual ae~ 4527 17th su-t North, Arl.i.nctoo. VA 22207-2399, 7031525-0060. 
CoDt.ct the Fedel'lltm of'OeaeaJorical Societies fOT NtVioeI to ~DUlocicaIICICietMs: P.O. So. 3385, Salt Laka City, trr 84110-3385. 

9 



Dear Editor, 

101 Copeland Street 

Rockingham,NC 28379 

1 (910) 997-3912 

Will you please print this letter in your newsletter for 

the interest of any of your readers who may have ancestral 

roots in Anson County,NC. 

The Anson County,NC Heritage Book Committee has completed 

their project of compiling a He ritage Book . It will contain 

family, church and business histories , along with other inter-

esting tidbits relating to the history of Anson County . The 

Heritage of Anson County , NC,Volume One will be available in 

September,199S . 

For more information, regarding the price, you can write to, 

Anson County Heritage Book Committee,PO Box 417,Wadesboro , 

NC 28170 . 

Thank You, 

~~ 
Steve Bai~y 



Pierre - Ft. Pierre Genealogical Soc iety . .. ................ .. .. .. .. . 

llame 

Address 

City 

State 

Telephone 

' .. , \ ', " , .' ,". ',' ." .. ',' , , ...... ' .... '" . ',", ,,- -, ..... •· ....... L • • • • • :<:::. 

PIERRE - FT. PIERRE GE/lEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
1995 MEMBERSHIP 

Zip ______ _ 

Please fill in your Surnames of I nterest: 

Please share a br ief s tatement about the current statuB 
or focus of your family history research. 

Dues ________ .Individual 

____ Family 

$10.00 

12.00 

Hake check payable to Pierre - Ft. Pierre Genealogical 
Society. 

Bring or mail to : Pierre - Ft. Pierre Genealogical Society 
P. O. Box 925 
Pierre, SD 57501 
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